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The Speaker

James Boyd White is the L. Hart Wright Collegiate 

Professor of Law (Emeritus) and a Professor of 

English (Emeritus) at the University of Michigan.  

He is a member of the American Law Institute 

and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 

and is also a former Chair of the Michigan Society 

of Fellows.  Professor White writes on law and 

literature, law and religion, the social sciences, 

torture, democratic theory and law and culture.  

Among his many books are Heracles' Bow: Essays 

in the Rhetoric and Poetics of the Law (1985), Acts of 

Hope: The Creation of Authority in Literature, Law, 

and Politics (1994), and Living Speech: Resisting the 

Empire of Force (2006).  He holds a J.D. and an 

M.A. from Harvard.

The Cegla Center for 
Interdisciplinary Research 
of the Law

The Cegla Center for Interdisciplinary Research 

of the Law is named in honor of Dr. Wolf Cegla. 

Its various activities, and in particular its journal 

Theoretical Inquiries in Law, are devoted to the 

application of insights on law developed in diverse 

disciplines such as political theory, philosophy, 

economics, sociology and history. The Center 

strives to promote a multi-disciplinary approach 

to the research of the complex interrelationships 

between law, society, and individuals, and to 

provide a forum for discussion among all those 

who have an interest in looking at law from more 

than a single theoretical perspective. In addition 

to the publication of Theoretical Inquiries in Law, 

the Center organizes international conferences 

and symposia, brings visiting scholars from 

abroad, supports law faculty seminars and 

workshops, awards fellowships and grants to 

researchers, and sends student delegations to 

universities and research institutes abroad. 


