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 1  	 Post-Death Paternity 
	 Room 307

Chair: Tehilla Beeri-Alon

Kobi Shapira (Heb.)
נטילת זרע מהמת — החוק הישראלי, הלכה ומטא-הלכה
Use of Sperm from a Deceased Man – Israeli Law, Halakha and Meta-Halakha

Aviad Hacohen (Heb.)
הפריית זרעו של נפטר: הלכה, אתיקה ומשפט
Insemination with Sperm from a Deceased: Halakha, Ethics and Law.

Michael Wygoda (Heb.)
זכות הירושה של מי שהורתו החלה אחרי מות המוריש
Technological Inheritance

12:00-13:00	 Registration and Welcome Coffee

13:00-14:30 Session 1

Monday, July 11

14:30-15:00     Coffee Break
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15:00-16:30 Session 2 (parallel)

 2b  	New Systemic Perspectives 
	 Room 304

Chair: Avishalom Westreich

David Zvi Kalman 
Towards a Theoretical Framework for Technology׳s 
Role in Jewish Legal History

Sergey Dolgopolski
Earth Anew: The Political Theo-techno-logy of 
Digital Globalism 

Elisha Ancselovits 
Archeology, Anthropology, and Google Technology: 
Matchmakers for Critical Biblical Studies and 
Traditional Halakha 

 2a  	Jurisprudence 
	 Room 307

Chair: Hanina Ben Menahem

Michael Barris
Causation in Law, Halakha and Jewish Thought: 
New Ideas

Yuval Sinai  
Is There Only One Correct Legal Answer to a 
Question of Fact? Three Talmudic Answers to a 
Jurisprudential Dilemma

Leib Moscovitz
Realism, Nominalism and Beyond in the Halakhic 
Methodology of R. Chaim Soloveitchik

Aviram Ravitsky
Sa'adya Ga'on and Ya'qūb al-Qirqisānī on the Logical 
Structure of Rational and Traditional Laws: Logic 
and Kalām in the Karaite-Rabbinate Controversy

16:30-17:00     Coffee Break
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 3  	

Greetings:
Ron Harris, Dean, Buchman Faculty of Law, Tel Aviv University

Hon. Judge Neil Hendel, Israeli Supreme Court

Amos Israel, co-chair, Jewish Law Association 

Arye Edrei, Buchman Faculty of Law, Tel Aviv University

Shai Lavi, Director, Safra Center for Ethics, Technology and Law, Tel Aviv University

Lectures:
Neil Netanel
Copyright and Jewish Law

Levi Cooper
Jews in Napoleon׳s Realm: Artwork as a Medium for Communicating Legal Narrative

17:00-19:00 Festive Opening Session | Josef Kagan Hall (100)

19:30–21:30     Dinner – Porter Building Foyer (5 min walk)

21:30    JLA meeting – Room 307
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 4a  	Internet as a Medium  
	 for Halakhah  
	 Room 307

Chair: Yitzhak Brand

Benjamin Brown
 תשובות בזק: לקראת ריאליזם משפטי?
Instant Responsa: Towards Halakhic Realism?

Jacob J. Schacter 
The Challenges and the Blessings of the Internet: 
Technology from an Historical Perspective

Jonathan Cohen 
The Emergence of the Virtual Rabbi-Respondent 

 4b  	Knowledge, Truth and Politics in  
	 Talmudic Law 
	 Room 304

Chair: Benjamin Porat

Orit Malka 
Incompetent Witnesses and Political Participation in 
Early Talmudic Law 

Ayelet Libson (Heb.)
  תיאולוגיה של סמכות, אמת ופרשנות: חז"ל בעיני עצמם
Theology of Authority, Truth and Interpretation:
The Rabbis as they See Themselves

Yitzhak Ben David (Heb.)
מדרג נורמטיבי בהלכה – ניתוח מושגי
Gradual Normativity in Jewish Law – Jurisprudential 
Analysis

09:00-10:15 Session 4 (Parallel)

Tuesday, July 12

10:15-10:45    Coffee Break
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 5a  	Access to Information  
	 and Halakhah 
	 Room 304

Chair: Chaim Saiman

Chaim Saiman
Structure of Legal Authority in the Age of Westlaw

Yishai Ofran, MD 
Is the Doctor an Expert in the Internet Era?

Elli Fischer 
Digital Anxieties: Accessibility of Information and 
the Structure of Rabbinic Authority

Shai Secunda 
Late Antique "Technologies" of Oral Texts and 
Rabbinic Authority 

 5b  	Law, Halakhah and The Medieval  
	 Commercial Revolution 
	 Room 307

Chair: Jay Berkovitz

Phil Ackerman-Liberman 
Development of Rabbinate, Karaite, and Islamic 
Commercial Law and the Medieval "Commercial 
Revolution"

Ron Harris
Response

10:45-12:15 Session 5 (parallel)

12:15-14:00     Lunch – Second floor foye
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 6a  	Family and Parenthood 
 
	 Room 304

Chair: Hon. Judge Ben-Zion Greenberger

Shana Strauch Schick
Do Women Emit Seed? Theories of Embryogenesis 
and the Regulation of Female Masturbation

Avishalom Westreich 
Rethinking Parenthood Concepts: 
Jewish Law, Civil Law, Science, and Society

Israel Zvi Gilat
Prohibiting Remarriage based on the Obligation to 
Nurse: Conservatism or Anachronism? 

Yitzhak Roness
Modern perception of parity and the Jewish 
concept of holiness

 6b  	Biblical Law: New Perspectives on  
	 Established Precepts 
	 Room 307

Chair: Hon. Judge Moshe Drori

Yael Landman
The Rabbi׳s Four Bailees: A Mesopotamian Antecedent

Jonathan Burnside 
The ‘Hiddenness׳ of Biblical Law: Exploring 
Modalities of the "Giving of the Law״ 

Yedida Eisenstat
Not (Necessarily) the Halakhah: Legal Interpretation 
in Rashi's Torah Commentary Revisited

Ben Zion Ovadia (Heb.)
 אחריותו של שומר פיקדון במקרה של גניבה: 

עיון מחודש בפרשת השומרים )שמות כב' 6-41(    
The Responsibility of the Bailee: Revisiting the  
"Law of Bailment"  (Exodus 22, 6-14)

14:00-15:30 Session 6 (parallel)

15:30-16:00     Coffee Break
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 7a  	Jewish law and Psychology 
	 Room 304

Chair: Yitshak Ben David

Amos Israel 
Jewish law and Social Cognition: A Research 
Paradigm?

Avinoam Rosnak (Heb.)
רגישויות חינוכיות, תובנות דינמיות והשפעתם על ההלכה
Educational Sensitivities, Dynamic Insights and their 
Impact on Jewish Law

Israel Belfer
The Trolley Problem at a Crossroads: Halacha and 
Neuro-Ethics

 7b  	Technology and Law 
	 Room 307

Chair: Levi Cooper

Yehuda Brandes
Philosophy, Ethics and Jewish law – Reproductive 
Technologies As a Test case

Larry Rabinovitz
The "Machine" Matzoh Controversy: The Industrial 
Revolution and the Rabbinic Leadership of Galicia 
in the 19th Century Ashkenaz, 

Yehiel Lash (Heb.)
 Observing Shabbat in Space  שמירת שבת בחלל

16:00-17:15 Session 7 (parallel)

17:15-17:45     Coffee Break
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 8a  	Autonomous Cars – Jewish Legal  
	 Perspectives (Hebrew) 
	 Room 304

Chair and respondent: Prof. Shai Lavi

Daniel Cohen 
Balancing Responsibilities in Planning Automated 
Traffic Systems: Jewish Law and Ethics 

Yossi Sprung 
Moral Dilemmas in Transferring from Driven to 
Autonomous Cars 

 8b  	Book session 
 
	 Room 307

Jay Berkovitz: Protocols of Justice: The Pinkas of the 
Metz Rabbinic Court 1771-1789
Leiden: Brill, 2014
Respondent: Michael Broyde

Christine Hayes: What׳s Divine about Divine Law? 
Early Perspectives
Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2015
Respondent: Phillip Ackerman-Lieberman

Roberta Kwall (via Skype): The Myth of the Cultural 
Jew: Culture and Law in Jewish Tradition
New York: Oxford University Press, 2015
Respondent: Yael Machtinger

Rachel Levmore: מנעי עיניך מדמעה: הסכמי קדם-נישואין 
למניעת סירוב גט
Jerusalem: Mosdot Ariel and the Council of Young 
Israel Rabbis, 2009
Respondent: Aviad Hacohen

17:45-19:00 Session 8 (Parallel)
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19:30     Dinner – Bariba Restaurant – Tel Aviv Port (10 min. car ride)

François-Xavier Licari: Le droit talmudique
Paris: Dalloz, 2015
Respondent: Stefan Goltzberg

Jonathan Milgram: From Mesopotamia to the Mishnah: Tannaitic Inheritance Law in 
its Legal and Social Contexts
Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2016
Respondent: Ranon Katzoff

Neil Netanel: From Maimonides to Microsoft:  
The Jewish Law of Copyright
New York: Oxford University Press, 2016
Respondent: Joseph Fishman

Shai Wozner: Legal Thinking in the Lithuanian Yeshivoth: The Heritage and works of 
Rabbi Shimon Shkop
Jerusalem: Magnes 2016
Respondent: Chaim Saiman

 8b  	Book session (cont.) 
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 9a  	Changes and Challenges in the  
	 Traditional Courts 
	 Room 307

Chair: Suzanne Stone

Tehilla Beeri-Alon (Heb.)
פסיקת בג"ץ והשפעתה האפשרית על מינוי נשים לתפקידי 

דיינות בבתי הדין הרבניים
Women As Dayanot? Possible Influence of Supreme 
Court Decisions

Alan J. Yuter 
The Debate Over Women Rabbis: Its Jurisprudential 
Assumptions

Itay Lipschutz 
Procedural Agreements in Jewish Law – An 
Expansion or A Restriction?

 9b  	Moment of Death Revisited 
	  
Room 304

Chair: Amos Israel

Elliot N. Dorff
Life Extension in Jewish Thought and Law  
(via Skype)

Ari Schick 
Spiritual and Medical Technologies in Conflict: On 
the Loss of Jewish Deathbed Rituals

Irit Ofer-Stark
כשאתיקה, הלכה, מדע, וטכנולוגיה רפואית נפגשים — עיון 

בשיח ההלכתי על קביעת רגע המוות והשתלת איברים חיוניים 
When Ethics, Jewish Law, Science and Technology 
Meet: An Analysis on the Legal Discourse on the 
Definition of Death and Organ Transplantation

09:00-10:15 Session 9 (Parallel)

Wednesday, July 13

10:15-10:45     Coffee Break 
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 10a  	 Biomedical Jewish law 
	 Room 304

Chair: Ifat Monnickendam

Rachel Gur Arie 
Vaccines As Conflict (and Solution): Questions of 
Public Health Policy and Ethics

Daniel Sinclair 
The Impact of Erroneous Scientific Beliefs on Jewish 
Law: Definition of Death and Electricity on Shabbat 

Elimelech Westreich
Halacha and Medicine in Eastern Europe: The 
Metzitza Debate at the turn of the 19th Century 

 10b  	Conversion: Law and Politics 
	 Room 307

Chair: Arye Edrei

Michael J. Broyde
Converts as a Model of Biological and Legal Reality: 
Is A Code of Jewish Law for Converts Needed? 

Netanel Fisher (Heb.)
Cancelling Conversion  ביטול גיור

Amihai Radzyner (Heb.)
הכפיפות ל"גדולים" ושברה – מביטול הגיורים של הרב דרוקמן 

לביטול הגיטין של הרב שרמן
Subordination to 'Gedoylim' and its demise – from 
cancelling Rabbi Druckman's conversions to Rabbi 
Sherman's cancelation of Gittin 

10:45-12:00 Session 10 (Parallel)

12:00-12:15     Short Break 
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 11  	Shaming and 	Halakhah 
	 Room 307

Chair: Jonathen Cohen

Yael C.B. Machtinger
Extra!Extra! Read All About It! “E-Shaming״, 
Iconography, Agency: Investigating Overlooked 
Aspects of Gett Refusal

Iris Brown
"טוב שם טוב משיימינג לא טוב": הדילמות של ההלכה לנוכח 

עוצמתן של הרשתות החברתיות 
Halakhic Dilemmas Facing Powerful Social Media 

12:15-13:00 Session 11

13:00-14:30     Lunch – second floor foyer
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 12a  	 Categorizing Health Data:  
	 Are We Prepared To Make Decisions About  
	 Technology-Enhanced Neurologic Function? 
	 Room 307
Chair: Tali Fisher

Aron S. Buchman
Re-Conceptualizing Disease: Category or Continuum 

Azgad Gold (Heb.)
למלא את החלל: קריאה לא-הלכתית של ספרות ההלכה          

כמקור התייחסות לשאלות של מדיניות ציבורית
To Fill the Void: Leveraging Halachic Literature as a 
Source for Public-Policy Decision 

Daniel Wolf 
Adapting Statistical Methods into the Halakhic 
Process 

Shmuel Weinberger
Halakhah, Medicine and Machine Learning:  
Initial Thoughts

14:30-16:00 Session 12 (Parallel)

 12b  	 Jewish Law and Modern  
	 European History

	 Room 304

Chair: Shana Strauch Schick

Jay Berkovitz 
Precedent and Freedom of Interpretation in Early   
Modern Ashkenazic Responsa

Paul J. Blank
Karl Fischer, Rabbi Eleasar Flekeles and the Jewish 
Oath During the Time of the Habsburg Monarchy

Ron Kleinman
“Only What is not Against Our Torah״ – The Halakhic 
Validity of Civil Laws which Contradict Torah Laws: 
Trends of Expansion and Restraining

16:00-16:30     Coffee Break
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 13  	Jewish Criminal Law 
	 Room 307

Chair: Ben Zion Eliash

Remembering Aaron: 
Menachem Mautner (Heb.)

Amos Israel

Lectures: 
Arnold Enker
Shaliach Lidvar Aveira 

Shai Wozner (Heb.)
משפט סוקרטס לאור ההלכה: האם מוטלת על העבריין חובה להיענש?
The Trial of Socrates in Jewish Law Perspective: On the Obligation of the Convicted Felon to Suffer Punishment

Haim Shapira 
Maimonides on Mercy and Legal Justice

Efraim Kirschenbaum 
Concluding words

16:30- 18:00	 Session 13 in Memory of Aaron Kirschenbaum

18:00   Farewell Coffee
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Participants

Prof. Phillip Ackerman-Liberman, Vanderbilt University
Dr. Elisha Ancselovits, Emory University,Hebrew University
Ms. Yael C. B. Machtinger, York University
Dr. Michael Baris , The Academic Center of Law and Science
Dr. Tehilla Beeri-Alon, Sha’arei Mada umishpat Academic Center
Dr. Israel Belfer, Bar Ilan University
Dr. Yitzhak Ben David, Bar Ilan University
Prof. Jay Berkovitz, Boston University
Mr. Paul J. Blank , Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School, Rockville, Maryland
Prof. Itzhak Brand, Bar Ilan University
Rabbi Dr. Rabbi Yehuda Brandes, Herzog College
Prof. Benjamin Brown, Hebrew University
Dr. Iris Brown, Ono Academic College
Prof. Michael J. Broyde, Emory University
Prof. Aron S Buchman, Rush Alzheimer’s Disease Center, Chicago
Prof. Jonathan Burnside, University of Bristol 
Rabbi Daniel Cohen, Stamford, CT
Prof. Jonathan Cohen, Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati 
Dr. Levi Cooper, Tel Aviv University
Dr. Sergey Dolgopolski, University of Buffalo, SUNY
Prof. Elliot N Dorff, University of Judaism
Justice Moshe Drori, Circute Court Juerusalem
Prof. Yedida Eisenstat, York University
Prof. Arnold Enker, Bar Ilan Univesrity
Prof. Arye Erdei, Tel Aviv University
Rabbi Elli Fischer, Tel Aviv University
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Participants (cont.)

Prof. Tali Fisher, Tel Aviv University
Dr. Netanel Fisher, The Open University
Prof. Joseph Fishman, Vanderbilt Law School
Prof. Dov Frimer, Frimer Gellman & Co.
Ms. Rachel Furst, Tel Aviv University
Prof. Israel Zvi Gilat, Netanya Academic College
Dr. Azgad Gold, Beer Yaakov Mental Health Center
Mr. Stefan Goltzberg, Perelman Centre for legal philosophy
Justice Ben Zion Greenberger, Circute Court Juerusalem
Ms. Rachel Gur Arie, Ben-Gurion University 
Prof. Aviad Hacohen, Sha’arei Mada umishpat Academic Center
Prof Ron Harris, Dean, Tel Aviv University Law
Prof. Christine Hayes, Yale University
Justice Neil Hendel, Israel Supreme Court
Dr. Amos Israel, Bar- Ilan University
Mr. David Zvi Kalman, University of Pennsylvania
Prof. Ron Kleinman, Ono Academic College
Ms. Yael Landman, Yeshiva University and Gorgias Press
Dr. Yechiel Lash, Orot Israel College
Prof. Shai Lavi, Tel Aviv University
Dr. Ayelet Libson, Hebrew University
Dr. Itay Lipschutz, College of Law & Business
Mrs. Orit Malka, Tel Aviv University
Dr. Yifat Monnickendam, Tel Aviv University
Prof. Leib Moscovitz , Bar-Ilan University
Prof Neil Netanel, UCLA



19

Participants (cont.)

Dr. Irit Offer -Stark,  Ono Academic College
Dr. Yishai Ofran, Director of leukemia service - Rambam Health Care Campus Haifa
Mr. Ben Zion Ovadia, Hebrew University
Mr. Larry Rabinovitz, Barclay Damon LLP
Prof. Amihai Radzyner, Bar- Ilan University
Dr. Aviram Ravitsky, Ariel University
Dr. Yitzchak Roness,  Givat Washington, Michlala Yerushalayim 
Dr. Avinoam Rosenak, Hebrew University
Prof. Chaim Saiman, Villanova Law School
Rabbi Prof. Jacob J. Schachter, Yeshiva University
Dr. Ari Schick, Tel Aviv University
Dr. Shay Secunda, Hebrew University
Dr. Chaim Shapira, Bar Ilan University
Dr. Kobi Shapira, Israel Ministry of Justice
Prof. Yuval Sinay, Netanya Academic College
Prof. Daniel Sinclair, Fordham University 
Rabbi Yossi Sprung, Tvunah
Prof. Suzanne Stone, Yeshiva University, Tel Aviv University
Dr. Shana Strauch Schick, Haifa University
Prof. Shmuel  Weinberger, University of Chicago
Dr. Avishalom Westreich, College of Law & Business,Ramat Gan
Prof. Elimelech Westreich, Tel Aviv University
Rabbi Daniel Wolf, Yeshivat Har Etzion
Prof. Shai Wozner, Tel Aviv University,Law
Dr. Michael wygoda, Israel Ministry of Justice
Rabbi Alan J. Yuter, CJCUC-Center for Jewish-Christian Cooperation
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הפקולטה למשפטים
ע"ש בוכמן

אוניברסיטת תל אביב 

ע ד ו נ א  ל ה ת  ו ב ק ע מרכז-על ע"ש צגלהב
למחקר בינתחומי של המשפט

המכון לחקר המשפט הפלילי 
ע״ש טאובנשלג

קרן אליהו להוראה ולמחקר במשפט עברי מיסודה של משפחת קושיצקי


