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As committed abolitionists ourselves, we see cause for celebration in
these developments. But as students of past movements for abolition in
the United States, we see some cause for concern as well. To state our
concern in perhaps the most provocative way, we worry that reforming
our current practicesof capital punishment may be analogousto replacing
the electric chair with lethal injection; the reformed practice is
unquestionably better (fairer, more humane) than the onerejected, but the
choiceto reform also carriesthe distinct possibility that it will normalize
the underlying practice and avert the very critical gaze that gave rise to
the reforming impulse, thus delaying, or even permanently preventing,
full scale, abolition of capital punishment.24
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“[...] reason and refl ection require usto recognize that in our adversary system : 771175
of crimina justice, any person haled into court, who istoo poor to hire alawyer, cannot
be assured a fair trial unless counsel is provided for him. This seems to us to be an
obvious truth. Governments, both state and federal, quite properly spend vast sums of
money to establish machinery to try defendants accused of crime. Lawyersto prosecute
are everywhere deemed essential to protect the public’sinterest in an orderly society.
Similarly, there are few defendants charged with crime, few indeed, who fail to hirethe
best lawyers they can get to prepare and present their defenses. That government hires
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lawyersto prosecute and defendants who have the money hirelawyersto defend arethe
strongest indications of the wide-spread belief that lawyers in criminal courts are
necessities, not luxuries|[...] [O]ur state and national constitutions and laws have laid
emphasis on procedural and substantive safeguards designed to assure fair trials before
impartial tribunals in which every defendant stands equal before the law. This noble
ideal cannot be realized if the poor man charged with crime has to face his accusers
.without alawyer to assist him.” Gideon v. Wainwright, 372 U.S. 335, 344 (1963)
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