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This article discusses the provision of Jewish religious services in Israel and the
struggle surrounding the issue in Israel’s formative years. Under the British Mandate,
Jewish religious services were provided by religious councils, which operated under
the auspices of the “community boards,” semi-voluntary institutions that provided
religious services alongside various secular ones. In the wake of Israel’s transition
to statehood, the government decided to liquidate the community boards, which
prompted a public debate regarding the future status of the religious councils. On
one side of the issue stood the religious parties, which sought to guarantee the
regular provision of religious services and their public funding. The Israeli left,
particularly the Mapam party, fought to keep the secular public’s tax money from
funding religious causes. The struggle was concluded in the summer of 1949, with
the enactment of the Jewish Religious Services Budgets Law, which resolved the
dispute through coalitional compromises that reflected the political balance of
power in Israel’s early days. This affair sheds light on the consolidation of state
and church relations in Israel.



