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The rules of conduct within the ultra-Orthodox community for the Mehadrin bus line
(kosher line) that were introduced in the past centered around gender segregation:
men sat in the front of the bus, women in the back, and in most cases, women boarded
and exited the bus through the back door, while men used the front door. Passengers
on these lines were also required to follow rules of conduct such as modest dress,
and to avoid listening to the radio or music on the bus, except for Jewish music and
Hasidic songs. In January 2011, the High Court ruled that the said arrangement was
illegal, but adopted the recommendations of the Langer Commission, meaning that
it allowed separation to be voluntary by all passengers.

In this article, we examine the process of shaping public transportation policy
in the country in the context of the Mehadrin line. For this purpose, we use tools
from the field of public policy and sociocultural tools, as well as economic data on
bus services, which have been used in the last two decades to improve economic
efficiency and the level of service to passengers. Examining the data will help us
discuss the implications of the evolving policy for the values of equality and fairness.

We use a theoretical framework based on public choice theory, which sees public
policy as a product of the action of various actors in the political and public arena,
against the background of given and changing structural and cultural conditions.



