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The economic boom has long lain at the heart of the rich historiography that deals
with the immediate and long-terms effects of World War II on Palestine. The boom
led to the ripening of earlier industrialization processes, created new foci of economic
power in the private and labor sectors, and sparked unprecedentedly tight contacts
between the Palestine government, the Association of Palestine Manufacturers and
the General Federation of Labor. However, while these effects have been explained
mainly in the context of the war and the needs of the armies in the Middle East
arena, little attention has been paid to their social cost. In practice, together the
strengthening of privately-owned industry and the intervention of the ‘Mandate
State’ in the economy affected vulnerable social groups, such as women-workers.
A micro-historical analysis of that conflict in workplace power relations, and in the
legal arena, and how it fits in the larger context, provides a high-resolution glance
at that social cost.

The case discussed in this article is a 1942 lawsuit against a candy-industry
industrialist who was suspected of raping a young girl employed at his factory.
The article first presents the interplay between the growing importance of the
confectionery and chocolate industry during the war, the growing participation of
women and girls in it, and government intervention. This is followed by analyses
of the police investigation and the ensuing trial, highlighting their importance as a
source for economic and social history of the war period.



